e-alert to avoid routes
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June 23: Imagine gettting
an SMS alert when you are
just about to step out of your
home or office and it has
just rained cats and dogs.

The alert will tell you
where trees have fallen and
which roads to avoid.

If the city traffic police
have their way by the time
the monsoon really hits
Bengaluru, this SMS alert
programme will be in place.

The traffic police is con-
sidering launching  this
scheme with the participa-

tion of all mobile service
providers. “We are at it.
However, talks are still on
with mobile phone service
providers. The SMS will be
sent across to all mobile
phone users to alert them in
cases of emergency. We are
developing a system for this
and hopefully it will be done
soon,” said Praveen Sood.
additional commissioner of
police (traffic)

Information through this
programme will not be a
part of the B-trac project,
and will be used only during
emergency. “We don’t want
to flood people with all sorts

of information like change
in the routes for develop-
ment work and change in the
one-ways. The traffic police
website and press releases
will inform public on those
1ssues,” an officer said.

The SMS service will
come in handy during
protests and heavy rains.

“If trees have fallen on an
important stretch and if it
takes too long for the civic
agencies to cut, an SMS will
be sent. Just an informative
message requesting public
to avoid a stretch till the
clearing work is over will
help motorists. Sometimes,

SMS will be

sent to all
mobile

phone users

to alert them
In case of

emergency

o stop peo-

" ple from tak-

Ing the route.

protests create havoc on
some particular stretch. Ev-
en in such circumstances,
SMS alert will be used,” the
officer said.

Tratfic police said talks
with mobile service prov-
1ders are on and soon a
model will soon be arrived
at on ways to go about the
scheme. It may be recalled
that the city, police commis-

sioner had used a similar

system during the violence
after the death of matinee
idol Dr Rajkumar., Similar

messages were also sent du- |

ring the day long bandh on
Cauvery river water sharing.



