Techies kick oft

awareness Week
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Bangalore: With over 30 lakh
vehicles clogging the city
streets and increasing traffic
violations, road safety is a ma-
jor worry. Negligent driving,
overspeeding, drunken driv-
ing and jumping traffic sig-
nals are becoming the norm
on most roads with safety be-
ing given the go-by.

To address this, ‘“Together
we CAN and together we
WILL make a difference’, a
week-long traffic awareness
and education campaign by
People For a Cause’ (PFC), a
group of software engineers,
was inaugurated on Monday.
The campaign, a pilot project
by techies working at EGL
complex and the traffic police,
is mainly concentrated on the
Koramangala Inner Ring
Road. It's being held in the
stretch from 80 Feet Road till
Indiranagar Intermediate
Ring Road and if successful,
1t will be taken up in other ma-
jor roads.

These engineers will dis-
tribute awareness material
like CDs, pamphlets among
their colleagues. They will
also play video clips show-
casing violations and the right
way of driving. Some materi-
al are being kept in the com-
panies’ lobby, lift and other ar-
eas to catch people’s attention.
The volunteers will also help
the traffic personnel manning
the roads and educate viola-
tors on road safety.

Seemanth Kumar Singh,
DCP, Traffic (East), told a
gathering: “It is very difficult
for the department to improve
the traffic condition in the city
without the help of the pub-
lic. This is a great initiative
in creating awareness about
traffic violations and the im-
plications. If any other asso-
ciation comes forward to have
similar projects in their area,
we’ll provide all the help.” He
also said that for the first 34
days, they will advise viola-
tors and after that hefty fines
will be imposed.

Neeraj Sharma, a software
engineer from IBM and a PFC
volunteer, said the idea of the

The volunteers will
distribute awareness
material like CDs and
pamphlets among
their colleagues.
They plan to create
awareness on five
aspects, namely lane
discipline, obeying
traffic signals,
avoiding pavement
driving, zig-zag
driving and not using
cell phones while
driving

campaign is to influence road
users to make them follow
traffic regulations with the co-
operation of traffic police.
“We'd like to make people un-
derstand that instead of blam-
ing others, we should realize
and use whatever resource is
there. If we can obey these ba-
sic traffic rules and regula-
tions, it’ll certainly make a
difference.”

These volunteers plan to
create awareness on five as-
pects of driving like lane dis-
cipline, obeying traffic sig-
nals, avoiding pavement driv-
ing, zig-zag driving and not
using cell phones while driv-
ing. They also plan to promote
carpooling through websites
such as commuteeasy.com and
smilingdrivers.com.
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